
Preventive Alternatives 
After seeing her mother and grandmother fight cancer, Kathleen’s 
daughter, Erin Hardifer, decided to get the BRCA test. Her result 
was also positive. With two young daughters of her own, Erin 
went to Dr. Camal for a voluntary double mastectomy, with 
immediate reconstruction by plastic surgeon Asaad Samra, M.D., 
FACS, of Bayshore.

Shortly after Erin’s surgery, one of Kathleen’s breast implants 
ruptured. Because of Erin’s great experience in Dr. Samra’s care, 
Kathleen met with him to discuss her options. 

“In Kathleen’s case, we decided that the best step was to remove 
the old implant and replace it with a new one,” says Dr. Samra.  

“In the end, we made the best decision that would enable her to heal quickly and get 
back to doing what she loves.”

A Promising Future
Thanks to the expertise of her doctors, Kathleen has resumed her busy career and is 
back to doing her favorite activities. Erin, 30, is in the final stages of the reconstruction 
process with Dr. Samra. 

“This has been a scary and life-changing journey, and I don’t believe I would have 
gotten through it without Dr. Samra and my family,” says Erin. “I’d never felt 
comfortable walking into a doctor’s office until I met Dr. Samra. From the moment I 
met him, I knew he had my best interests in mind. Because of Dr. Camal and 
Dr. Samra, I get to watch my two daughters grow up.”

By April Guillerme

Battling Cancer Is a Family Fight 
Bayshore Community Hospital  A mother and daughter make difficult decisions to beat cancer.

At age 39, Kathleen Hannon was 
shocked to learn she had breast 
cancer. Debra Camal, M.D., a 
breast surgeon and the medical 
director for Breast Oncology at 
Riverview Medical Center, and  
part of Meridian Cancer Care, 
performed a lumpectomy and the 
removal of lymph nodes. 
Afterward, Kathleen successfully 
completed chemotherapy and 
radiation. Several years later, 
Kathleen’s mother was diagnosed 
with stage 3 ovarian cancer. 

Testing the Future
Due to this close relation of 
cancers, Kathleen’s oncologist, 
Susan Greenberg, M.D.,  
affiliated with Riverview and  
also Meridian Cancer Care, 
recommended that she have the 
BRCA comprehensive gene test, a 
blood test that can help determine 
a woman’s chances of developing 
breast and ovarian cancer. When 
Kathleen’s results came back 
positive, she made the difficult 
decision to undergo a bilateral 
mastectomy — the removal of both 
breasts — at Riverview, with 
immediate reconstruction. 

“It was important for me to 
completely eliminate the possibility 
of cancer coming back,” Kathleen 
says. “I want to be around for a 
long time with my children and 
grandchildren.”
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Meridian Health is the first health system in New Jersey to 
be recognized by the Commission on Cancer (CoC) of the 

American College of Surgeons as an Integrated Cancer Network 
Program. This elite recognition acknowledges the high-quality 
cancer care provided at Meridian’s five hospitals. Learn more  
at MeridianCancerCareNJ.com. 

Kathleen Hannon and her daughter, 

water. Kathleen enjoys swimming 
and boating.   
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